ALERT:

Eritrean Refugees, Resettlement Agencies and Volunteers
Take Note:
Eritrea Regime Loyalists Continue Harassing Refugees

There are many Eritreans living in the United States that are good, law-abiding citizens
with good intentions of helping Eritrean refugees arriving here.

However, there are some whose intentions are not good. There is an ongoing problem
faced by many Eritrean refugees, and by those helping them to resettle in the U.S. This
is interference by some Eritreans living here who remain loyal and supporting to the
offending regime whose actions and policies have led to the refugees’ flight from
Eritrea. There are many such loyalists living in some of our cities — some have been
here for many years and do not realize or believe the horrors that are reported about
the regime, or who believe the propaganda emitted by the regime. While many
loyalists are now turning away from the regime, others continue their support.

As part of their efforts for the regime, these people approach new refugee arrivals and
typically berate them about their “abandoning” Eritrea, and then may proceed to
pressure them to join their local community center with membership fees.

Regime supporters are pressuring refugees to fill out a “Request for Forgiveness” form
where the refugee submits his or her personal information to the Eritrean government
and begs to be forgiven for turning their back on the government, and to be accepted.
Part of the program is to begin paying the 2% income tax required of Eritreans who
leave the country. The refugee is asked to provide their W-2 forms, thus revealing
their address, SSN, name and address of the employer, and their earnings (used to
verify the amount paid for 2% income tax).

To help guard against this abuse,

o Refugees, case workers and volunteers should be aware of this possibility

e Refugees should report incidents of harassment and extortion to the case
worker or volunteer

e Refugees should be careful about providing their address or phone number to
Eritreans that they do not know. They should not even reveal the neighborhood
where they live.
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