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SOME AMERICAN HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS
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Major Holidays: All schools and government offices are closed; most stores closed; public transportation may have special limited schedules
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Holidays that are not celebrated on the same date each year:

Passover — Celebrated for eight days in March or April, to commemorate the ancient exodus of the Jewish people from their enslavement in
Egypt to freedom and self-determination in what was to become the land of Israel. This holiday is celebrated by Jews worldwide, and is focused
on a family dinner during which the Biblical story of the exodus is recounted; businesses, government offices and public schools are open

Good Friday — the Friday before Easter when Christ was crucified; businesses, government offices and public schools are open

Easter — falls on a Sunday between March 22" and April 25" celebrates the resurrection of Christ. Businesses may be closed; schools and
government offices are generally closed on all Sundays.

Rosh Hashanah (New Year’s Day) and Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) — Celebrated together over a 10-day period in September or October
as the “High Holy Days,” during which Jews repent for their sins, pray to be inscribed in The Book of Life for one more year, and on the last day
(Yom Kippur) refrain from eating or drinking; the most sacred of the Jewish holidays; many American schools with Jewish populations are closed
for one or both days.

Hannukah or (Chanukkah) — Celebrated in December to commemorate a successful military uprising by a small band of Jewish freedom fighters
in ancient Israel against their imperial Seleucid occupiers. In America especially, this is a time of family gatherings, candle-lighting and gift-
giving, and is often spoken of by Americans of all backgrounds in parallel with Christmas.
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