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A. Eritrea’s Rankings.

In 2024, Eritrea was tied with North Korea as the seventh most “Not Free” country in the
world. Freedom House.'

In 2023, Eritrea had the world’s seventh highest number of jailed reporters, and the
highest number in Africa. Committee to Protect Journalists.?

In 2024, Eritrea was ranked 180™ out of 180 countries for press freedom. Reporters
Without Borders.?

Eritrea ranked 175" out of 193 countries in the United Nations’ 2023-2024 Human
Development Index. United Nations Development Program.*

Eritrea ranked 161% out of 180 countries in the 2023 Corruption Perceptions Index.
Transparency International.®

Eritrea had the second highest prevalence of slavery in the world as of 2021 (following
North Korea), according to the Global Slavery Index. Walk Free.®

Eritrea ranked 170" out of 176 countries in the 2024 Index of Economic Freedom.
Heritage Foundation.”

B. Worldwide Eritrean Refugee Population and Protection.?

At the end of 2023, there were over 580,000 Eritrean refugees and asylum seekers in the
world. Human Rights Watch.® (Eritrea’s total population in-country was 3.6 million in
2024. Worldometer.'® World Population Review.'!)

In 2023, 71,571 Eritreans fled the country and applied for asylum elsewhere, amounting
to 1.9% of Eritrea’s population. The most common destinations were Sudan, Uganda and
Egypt. World Data."?

As of November 30, 2024, 179,616 Eritrean refugees were living in Ethiopia. UNHCR. "3
In 2023, 126,000 Eritrean refugees lived in Sudan. UNHCR.'* In 2020, approximately



13,000 Eritrean nationals (not necessarily refugees or asylum seekers) lived in the UK.
Statista." In 2022, about 49,000 people born in Eritrea lived in Sweden. Statista.'® In
2021, around 80,000 Eritreans lived in Germany. Wikipedia, citing Statista.'” In 2023,
more than 40,000 Eritreans lived in Switzerland. SwissInfo.ch.'® In 2023, approximately
31,000 Eritrean-born immigrants lived in Canada. CTV News.'? In 2024, about 34,000
Eritrean immigrants lived in Norway. The [Norwegian] Municipality Profile.?® (Each of
these figures represents a different type of census — nationals, immigrants, refugees, etc.)

C. U.S. Refugee Admissions and Asvlum Grants.

Between U.S. fiscal years 2012 and 2021, approximately 17,000 Eritrean refugees were
admitted to and arrived in the U.S. through its regular immigration and resettlement
process — the 9™ largest contingent from any country. U.S. Department of Homeland
Security.?! Admissions in recent years: 1,824 (FY 2013); 1,488 (FY 2014); 1,596 (FY
2015); 1,949 (FY 2016); 1,917 (FY 2017); 1,270 (FY 2018); 1,757 (FY 2019); 475 (FY
2020); 184 (FY 2021); 325 (FY2022); 973 (FY 2023); 2.411 (FY 2024); 382 (FY 2025 to
the date of this file — November and December 2024). U.S. State Department, Bureau of
Population, Refugees and Migration.**

Eritreans who had applied for asylum in the U.S. “defensively” (i.e., who were
apprehended within the country as undocumented, or who had presented themselves at an
American port of entry without an entry visa and had asked for asylum) were granted
asylum in the following numbers: 233 (FY 2013); 159 (FY 2014); 138 (FY 2015); 151
(FY 2016); 238 (FY 2017); 271 (FY 2018); 320 (FY 2019); 122 (FY 2020); 72 (FY
2021); 122 (FY 2022). U.S. Department of Homeland Security.>* Eritreans who had
applied for asylum “affirmatively” (e.g., who had entered the U.S. with lawful
documentation, such as a U.S. entry visa, and who later sought asylum) were granted
asylum in the following numbers: 83 (FY 2013); 147 (FY 2014); 244 (FY 2015); 257 (FY
2016); 352 (FY 2017); 328 (FY 2018); 249 (FY 2019); 171 (FY 2020); 56 (2021); 92 (FY
2022). U.S. Department of Homeland Security.** Eritreans won 189 asylum cases in FY
2023 and 193 in FY 2024, both defensively and affirmatively, in the aggregate. U.S.
Executive Office for Immigration Review.?

D. Other Numbers.

114,000+ — Irregular migrants arriving in Italy via the Central Mediterranean Route,
mainly from Tunisia. from January 2023 to August 31, 2023 (all nationalities). Furopean
Parliament.®

24,392 — Deaths on the Central Mediterranean Route from 2014 through November 2024
(all nationalities). International Organization for Migration.*’



e 6 — The number of regional countries with which Eritrea has clashed militarily or in
which it has interfered militarily under the current regime: Ethiopia, Somalia, Djibouti,
Sudan, Yemen (twice) and Democratic Republic of Congo, to 2017. Martin Plaut.*® Plus
Ethiopia again in 2000 to the present, and Sudan again in 2023 to the present.

e 1 —The number of African countries in the United Nations General Assembly — solely
Eritrea — which, on March 2, 2022, voted against a resolution condemning Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. (The others voting against were Russia, Belarus, North Korea and
Syria.) Brookings Institution.*

Click here to access this data in .pdf form.
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